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NI)EPENDENT AUDYI'ORS' REPORT 

Honorable Jeff W ile3 
ASCENSION PARI,qH SI IF, R]FF 

( AS Ex-,OFFICIO TAX COl,LECTOR) 
I)onaldsonvillc, Louisiana 

W e have auditezl the financial statements of the Tax Collector Agcncy Fund of the Ascension Parish Sheriff as of and for tile 
3cal ended June 30, 20(t0, as lisled ill the table of contents. These financial statem ents are the responsibility of file Ascension 
Pa~ish Sheriff. Otn re, sponsibilily is to express an opinion on these financial statements based Oil our audit. 

W e couducl'd  our audit in accor&ame wid~ generally accepted auditing standards and tim stm~dards applicable to financial audits 
contained in (;overJmwr~tAudiling Standards-, issued by the Comptroller Gcneral of the United Slates. Those standards rcxluim 
Ihal we plan and perlbnn the audil to obtain reasonable assurance aboul whether the fmmmial statements arc frcc of m aterial 
nfisslalemellt. An audit includcs examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounls and disclosures ill tile gcneral 
pulpose financial stalements. All audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made 
by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating tile overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audil provides a 
lcasonable basis for eta opinion. 

As described in N ote 1, Ill(: Ascension Parish Sheriff is the ex-officio tax collector foI the various taxing bodics within 
Ascension Parish, and dlc aecompanying statem ents present, inform ation only on tile activities as parish tax collector and arc 
not intended to prescnl faidy thc financial position and resulls of operations of Ihe Ascension Parish Sheriff. Furthcm m rc, the 
accompanying stalem ~nls have been prepared on the basis of cash receipts and cash disbursements, which is a comprehensive 
basis of accounting olhcr than generally accepted accounting prin ciples. 

bl our opinion, Ow financial statements refclrcd to abov# prcsenl fairly, in a]l maleriaI respects
, the ./inancial posilion ofthc Tax 

Co]lcclor Agency Fund of the Ascension Parish Sheriff as of June 30, 2000, and tile collections
, distributions, and unsettled 

balances of the Tax Callccto~ Agcncy Fund for the period from July 1, 1999 through June 30
, 200(I, on lhe basis of accounling 

described m Note 1 

In accordance with (Foverlamenl Auditing S'tandards, ,a,e have also issued our report deled Augusl 22, 2000, ou on* 
considcratiou of Ascension Parish SheritPs u~tem al control over financial reporting as it relates to the lax collector agcnW  fired 
and our tesls of its corap]ianec with ccflain provisions of]aws, lx:gulalions, COntracts, and grm~Is. That report is all integral pad 
el an audit l~elformcd in accordance with Govemmmlt Auditing Standards and should bc read in conjnnction with this report 
in considering tile lesulls of our audit. 

l)onaldsonville, Louisiana 
A ugust 22. 2000 

21[, St. Patrick St. ~ P.O. Box 1190 ~ Donaldsonville, IA 70346 ~ lel: 225.473.4179 Fax: 225.473.7204 



A SCEN SIO N PARISH SH ERIFF 

STATEM ENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

D t~e to taxing bodies anal otl2ers 

ARISING FROM  CAStl TllANSACTIONS 
Ju_ ne _

3
_
0,

.
2__O0_ 0 

1.1ABILITIES 
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174,439 

$ 174,439 



A SCENSIO N PARIS]t S]tER1FF 
D onaldsonville, L ouisiana 

~LECTO R A G EN CY FUN I) TA X C O 

STAq'EM ENT OF COLLECTION S, DIS_ TRIBUTIO N S 
AN D U N SETTLED BALAN CES 

FOR 3"11E PERIOD FROM  J UL)' l_,_!.9._99_3_'HROUGIt JUNE 30t2,00([ 

/INSET I'LEII BAI ,ANCE S AT J UL~ I 1999 

COLLECTIONS 

Ad Va]OlCl13 taxes: 

(.~HI I el)t ycal 

l'Jio] 3,cal 
PlO1CS| 'J'aXCS " CUI3 CII( Y(al 

State I cvcntlc shal i]]t~ 

Spoilmg liccllscs 
]nlolcst cal-llod Oil: 
']'inlc deposits 

I)clinqucnt taxes; 
PI otestcd taxes 

Cos|s, llOticcs, ctc 

}~.cfunds and icdcmplioiJs 
"l'otal collections 

"J'ota 

D 1 STill BU TI ()N S 
l.cmisiana l)cpartm cl,t of'J'rcasuly 
I .ouisiana ] )opal tn ~cl,t of A gricultuJ e mad Forcstly 

I ,ouisiana l)cpatlm cnt of W ildlifc and Fishelics 

Ascension Parish: 
Parish Council 

School Boal d 

A ssossOI 

Shcliff 
] lospita/districts 

Atchafal~ya 1 ~asin Ixvcc 1 )ish let 
Bayou 1 .afore che lq csh W atcl l )istlict 

'lax commissions 

Pension funds 
P.efi.mds and ~ eden~ptkn ~s 

Total distributions 

UNSETTI,EI) BALANCI~S AT JUNE 3(I, 2000~ 

lille TO TAXING BODIES AN D OTH ERS 
- 3 

814,260 

31,981,945 

25.595 
15.503 

1,515,721 
148.464 

922 
28,866 

5,198 
8,950 

336.362 
34,067,526 

34.881.786 

1,428,450 
2,679 

127.783 

6,481.071 
8,846.418 
798.247 

5,690,768 
643 

38,877 

25,419 

5,838 
878,330 

382_824 
34,707,347 

$ 174.439 



1 NTROD1 JCq'I ON 

A SCEN SIO N PA R IS]It SH ER IFF 
onaldsonville, Louisiana 

TAX COLLE(3"OR AGENCY FUND 

NOTES TO TH E FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

As inovided by Arliclc V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Conslitution of 1974, thc sheriff is the er:-officio tax collec lor of th e 
parish and is rcsponsible for collecting and distributing ad valorcm property taxes, state revenue sharing fund, and angling, 
hunting, and trat)l)int; licenses. 

Su mm a r ' oL~ _f Sil~ 13~t] _c.a_0J A_econntin g Policies 

The acco unts of the parish tax collec tol are established 1o 1effec t thc collec tions imposed  by law
, distributions pursuant 

to such laws, mid unsettled balemees due valJotls taxing bodies and others. The accompanying financial statements have 
been plcparcd on the cash basis of accounting, with collections recognfized when received m~d distributions reflected 
M ~cn paid. As such, the accompmlying financial statements do not reflect th e receivables mid related payables 
associated ~ith tax collection activities. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513(K)(I )(b) requires that tile accounts of each parish tax collector be audited emnually. 
Accordingly, th e accompanying financial statem ents reflec t financial activity of the shcriff relating only to his 
Jesponsibilib' as ex-.officio parish tax collector. Amounts included in these financial statements arc also included in 
th e sherifPs armual general purpose financial slatements. 

State law authorizes file shez iff to deposit lax collections in a bemk domiciled  in the parish where the fimds eae collected 
Furthermore: lhc sheriff m ay invest these deposits in ec rtificales of deposit or other investments perm itted by law . 

2. Casl~  

At 3'ear end, the canying anaount of the parish tax collec to/s deposits was $174,439 and th e bmlk balance was $459
,544. 

Of the bank balall, cz:, $200,000 was co vered by federal dcpositol3, insurance and $259,544 wa:; covered  by collateral at the 
fiscal agent bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank. 

.- 4 - 
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A SC EN SIO N PA R ISH SIIER IFF 
D onaldsonville. Louisiana 

TAX COLLEC FOR AGENCY FUND 

NOTES TO TIt E FI NANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

l'hc icvcnue sha~ing thnds provided by Act 763 of 1990 were distributed as follows 

Louisiana De.parm~ent of'h casury 
Asccnsion Parish Shcliff: 
Police JuJy 
School Board 
Assessor 
Sheriff: 
Law erlfi3rcei/lCllt 
Com m ission 

Atchafalaya Basin Levee District 
Bayou Lafot:trche Fresh W ater District 
Pension funds 

"|'eta 

4. Taxes Paid Under Prolest 

166,854 

695,710 
166,33] 
89,385 

242,343 
121,833 
7,548 
6,538 

A %| 79 

!.515.721 

1,ouisiana Rcvised Stalule 47:1576 provides that taxpayers, at the tim e of paym ent of all taxes due, give notice to the tax 
collector of their retention to file suit for recovely of all or a portion of the total taxes paid. Upon re.ceipt of this notice, file 
amount paid will be scLgegated aa~d held by the tax colleclor for a period of 30 days. lfsuit is filed wiflfin lbe 30-day period 
for recoveL,/of such amounts, lhe funds segregated will be held pending outcome of the suit. If the taxpayer prevails, the 
lax collector will retired the amount due with interest at the rate of two per" cent per annum flora the date tim funds were 
received by the ta x collector. 

The following is a sumnmry of the transactions relating to protested taxes 

Deletions: 
Prior year taxes settled 

Balance, June 3(1, 2000 

- 5-. 

768.433 

15,503 
5,198 

16~182 
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1 NI)EPENI)ENT AUDITORS' RFPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL 
CONTROL OYER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AI)D]T OF FINANCIAL 

STATEM ENTS I'ERFORM EI) IN ACCORDANCE W ITH GOVERNM ENTA UDITING STANDARDS 

Honorablc Jeff W iley 
ASCENSION P/,,R1Sll SBI~'RIFF 

(AS EX-OFFICIO TAX COLLECTOR) 
Donaldson',,illc. Louisiana 

W e have audited  the fiaaneial statements of the Tax Collector Ageucy Fund of the Ascension Parish Sheriff as of aud for 
ihc ycar ended  ,hmc 30, 2000, and have issued our report theieon dated August 22, 2000. W e conducted  our audit in 
accordance with generally acw.~pted  auditing standards ea~d the standards applicable to finmlcial audits contained in 
Government Auditing 5;tandards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Com pliance 

As pm"t of obtaini~g reasouable assurance about whclher the Tax Collector Agency Fund of the Ascension Parish Sheriff 
financial statemem s are flee of m aterial m isslatemenl, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of 
laws, regulaions, contracts and granls, noncompliance with which could have a dhect and m aterial effect on the 
dctennination of financial statem ent amounts, ttowcver, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was 

not an objecfivc of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our lcsls disclosed no 
in stances of noncompliance thal are required to be rcporied under Government Auditing Standards. 

]nicrnal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning and pc1 forming om audit, we considered the Tax Collector Agency Fund of lhe Ascension Parish SherifFs 
intern al control ovcl financial z cporting in order to determine our auditing proceduzcs tbr thc purpose of cxpressing our 
opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on file interual control ove] financial reporting. Om 
consideration of the inlcm al control over financial leporting would not nec essarily disclose all m atters in the internal 
contl ol over financial wporting that m ight be m aterial weakl~csses. A m aterial weakness is a condition fi~ which lhe design 
or operation of one or more of the internal contro l componenls does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk thai 
m isstatem ent in am ounts the! would be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not 
be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of perform ing their assigned functions. Our 
consideration of the intern al control over financial reporting would not nec essarily disclose all m atters in the internal 

control that might bc reportable condilions and, accordingly, wouM not necessarily disclose all rcporlablc conditions flint 
arc also considered  m aterial weaknesses. W c nok~d no m atters involving the internal control over financial repolling and 
its operation thal we consider to be m aterial weaknesses. 

6 . 

21[) St. Patrick St p.O. Box 1190 ~ Donaldsonvitle, [A 70346 I-el: 225.473.4/79 Fax: 225.473.7204 



This repol~, is inlcndezl solely for the informalion and use of tile Ascension Parish Sheriff, managenient, off,ors within the 
organization, at ~d Legislative Audilor and is l~ot inlended to be, mad should not be used by anyone other fllan these specified 
pmlies. 

Donaldsonvillc, l .ouisiana 
August 22, 2000 
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